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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 2346] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 2346) for the relief of Odette Louise Tirman, having considered 
the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recom- 
mends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant a waiver of the excluding provision 
of existing law relating to the admission of the commission of a crime 
involving moral turpitude in behalf of Odette Louise Tirman, the 
wife of an American citizen and the mother of three citizen children. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 26-year-old native and citizen. of 
France. She first came to the United States in 1947 for the purpose 
of marrying Capt. Robert M. Tirman, a United States citizen. It 
subsequently developed that she had been previously married in 
France and that she had entered the United States under an assumed 
name. The first marriage was subsequently terminated by divorce 
and she remarried Captain Tirman. In her deportation hearing she 
admitted commission of the crimes of perjury and bigamy. She is 
presently residing in Munich, Germany, with Captain Tirman who 
is on duty there with our Armed Forces. Of this marriage there are 
three United States citizen children. Without the waiver provided 
for in the bill, she will be unable to accompany her citizen husband 
and three minor children to the United States. 
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A letter dated September 14, 1951, to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the 
Deputy Attorney General with reference to the case reads as follows: 


SEPTEMBER 14, 1951. 
Hon. EMaNugL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C.’ 

My Dear Mr. CuatrMaAn: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 2346) for the relief of Odette 
Jeanette Louise Tirman, an alien. 

The bill would provide that, notwithstanding the provisions of the eleventh 
category of section 3 of the Immigration Act of February 5, 1917, which provides 
for the exclusion from admission into the United States of aliens who have been 
convicted of or admit having commifted a felony or other crime or misdemeanor 
involving moral turpitude, or any provisions of the act of March 4, 1929, relating 
to entry after deportation, Odette Louise Tirman, the wife of a citizen of the 
United States, and the mother of three United States citizen children, may be 
admitted to the United States for permanent residence, provided she is found 
otherwise admissible under the provisions of the immigration laws. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Odette Jeanette Louise Tirman, alias Jeanette Odette Lambert, nee 
Provost, alias Jeannette Olga Smirnoff, is a native and citizen of France, having 
been born in Puteaux, France, on June 11, 1925. She first entered the United 
States on June 24, 1947, under Public Law 571, for 3 months for the purpose of 
marrving a United States citizen, Capt. Robert M. Tirman. She was then in 
possession of a section 3 (2) immigration visa issued to her under the name of 
Jeannette Olga Smirnoff. The alien’s last entry into this country occurred on 
\ugust 15, 1947, when she entered from Canada at Jackman, Maine, as a returning 
resident. A warrant of arrest in deportation proceedings, dated November 12, 
1948, was issued against the alien, which contained the charges that at the time 
of her entry she was an immigrant not in possession of an immigration visa, that 
she was not in possession of a passport or official document in the nature thereof 
showing her origin and identity, and that she admits having committed a felony 
or other crime or misdemeanor involving moral turpitude prior to entry into the 
United States, that is, perjury and bigamy. After a hearing held thereunder, the 
charges were found to be sustained. On February 17, 1949, an order and warrant 
issued directing her deportation to France on the warrant charges. The alien 
departed voluntarily on the U. 8. A. T. General Hahn from New York on May 18, 
1949, accompanying her husband, Captain Tirman, who had been ordered to 
Germany on a military assignment. 

The records further reveal that Mrs. Tirman was married on January 22, 1944 
to Henri Francois Lambert, a citizen of France. She stated that she lived with 
Mir. Lambert for 1 week after their marriage and then left him because he was 
engaged in secret police work with the Germans. Mrs, Tirman further testified 
that she subsequently desired to come to the United States for the purpose of 
marrving Michael A. Lonardo, an American ex-serviceman. However, she found 
that she was unable to secure a passport in her own name, since her husband 
refused to give his permission for her to leave France, such permission by the 
husband being required by French law. She stated that upon giving a Romanian 
10,000 franes, he helped her secure a false birth certificate, and a favorable police 
record in the name of Jeannette Olga Smirnoff, a former acquaintance whose 
identity the alien assumed when she applied for and was issued a French passport 


on May 7, 1947. By the use of these documents, the alien secured a section 3 (2) 
immigration visa from the American consul in Paris, France, on May 22, 1947, 
under the name of Jeannette Olga Smirnoff. At the hearing held under the war- 
rant of deportation, Mrs. Tirman admitted the fraud perpetrated upon the 


American consul and the immigration authorities in New York. 

While en route to the United States as the fiancee of Michael Lonardo, the 
alien met Captain Tirman and they decided while on the vessel to get married. 
The ceremony occurred on June 26, 1947, 2 days after her temporary admission 


into this country. Captain Tirman was born in Brooklyn, N. Y., in 1916 and 
was graduated in medicine from the Long Island College of Medicine in Brook- 
lyn in 1944, According to his brother, he joined the United States Army in 
1943, was honorably discharged in 1947, and reenlisted in the same year. At the 


warrant hearing she admitted committing the crime of bigamy by entering into 
a marriage with Captain Tirman while still married to Mr. Lambert. The alien 
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stated that subsequently a final decree of divorce was granted to her on May 10, 
1948, from Mr. Lambert and that following receipt of a transcription of the 
divorce, she and Captain Tirman entered into a second marriage on February 29, 
1949, at Belton, Tex. Mrs. Tirman is presently living in Munich, Germany, 
with her husband. She is the mother of three United States citizen children, a 
boy over 3 years of age, born in this country, and twins, now over a year old, 
born abroad. 

Section 3 of the Immigration Act of 1917 renders excludable from admission 
into the United States persons who admit having committed a felony or other 
crime or misdemeanor involving moral turpitude. The admission by Mrs. 
Tirman of the commission of the crimes of bigamy and perjury brings her within 
the purview of that section. Therefore, in the absence of special legislation, she 
cannot be permitted to reenter this country. 

Whether, under the circumstances in this case, the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived presents a question of legislative policy 
concerning which the Department of Justice prefers not to make any recom- 
mendation. 

Yours sincerely, 
Scieceaeidl ae , Deputy Attorney General. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 2346) should be enacted. 
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